
Introduction to TAGteach

Part of Primary Certification Requirement

This is a free introductory demo 
containing a small sampling of actual 
material from the online course.

The course contains narration to 
augment the written material on each 
slide. There is no narration in this demo.



Lesson 1:  Course Content 

Lesson 1: Course Information

Lesson 2: TAGteach Overview

Lesson 3: A New Perspective

Lesson 4: TAGteach Triangle

Lesson 5: Identify: Creating a Tag Point

Lesson 6: Highlight: Using a Marker

Lesson 7: Reinforce: Positive& Practical

Lesson 8: TAG Tactics

Lesson 9: Integrating TAGteach

Lesson 10: Wrap Up



Course Learning Objectives 

Recognize the benefits of using an audible marker.

Observe learner activities and evaluate strengths 
and areas for improvement.

Build learner confidence by acknowledging 
accomplishment.

Create clear, achievable goals.

Use TAGteach phrasing. 

Create unique positive reinforcement plans.

Integrate the TAGteach approach to strengthen 
existing programs.

Develop creative instruction and problem solving 
strategies.



Course Exercises

There are exercises to complete at the end of each 
lesson. If you plan to complete higher levels of 
TAGteach certification you will be required to submit 
your exercise worksheets from this course.

What you need to complete the course exercises:

A tagger (clicker)

A binder and pen

Three-hole punched paper (or a paper punch)

A way to print the worksheets



Course Journal

We strongly recommend that you keep a journal of 
your observations and experiences as you move 
through the course. The journal is essential if you are 
planning on obtaining higher levels of TAGteach 
certification.

Our fictitious student, Scott will also be keeping a 
journal and you can get ideas from this if you are not 
sure what to include.

Scott’s journal will be available for download at the end 
of each lesson (not available in demo).



What is TAGteach? 

TAG stands for: Teaching with Acoustical Guidance

Teaching- refers to the person facilitating the process

Acoustic- refers to a non-verbal mark, called a tag 

(usually a ‘tic tac’ sound made by a hand-held tagger)

Guidance- refers to the binary information 

that is provided by the tag

Tag always and only means “Yes”

Absence of the tag means “self assess and try again”



What is TAGteach?

TAGteach uses an acoustic marker, unique phrasing and positive 
reinforcement to enhance teaching and learning in people of all 
ages and backgrounds. TAGteach works in any language or even 
without language.

Watch this video to see some of the places we have used TAGteach so far



What is TAGteach? 

Here is a 
video that 
illustrates a 
very simple 
tag point.

The tag point 
is “finger to 
nose”.

The learner 
receives a tag 
when she 
performs the 
tag point 
correctly.

Click on video to replay



TAGteach Q & A

Listen to this interview with TAGteach co-founder 
Theresa McKeon which answers many of the frequently 
asked questions about TAGteach. 

Play Interview



Here are the steps that most of us recognize as the 
traditional teaching process:

Give instructions and show the learner what to do.

Let them try.

Look for the things the learner is doing wrong.

Tell the learner what is wrong.

Emphasize not to do that wrong thing again.

Traditional Perspective 1



The TAGteach perspective focuses on achievement.

TAGteachers seek improvement by identifying what is 
right and adding to it.

TAGteach Perspective 1



The TAGteach Triangle is the foundation of the TAG 
approach:

1. Identify the objective.

2. Highlight (mark) 
achievement.

3. Reinforce.

We are going to describe 
each of these briefly in this 
lesson and then go into 
more detail later in 
individual lessons.

Highlight

TAGteach Triangle 



Focus Funnel 1

Focus Funnel: A valuable and effective tool for wrangling 
scattered attention. The focus funnel effectively drives the 
learner’s focus to the most important part of the lesson. 

lesson scattered focus

directions condensed focus

pinpoint focustag point



In TAGteach, a marker is a distinct stimulus that clearly 
marks the correct execution of a specific goal.

The marker has a single piece of information attached 
to it – YES.

The most commonly used marker in TAGteach is an 
audible tag. 

In some situations an audible marker is not suitable 
and in these cases another stimulus such as a touch, 
light or other signal can be used to mark success.

YES!YES!YES!YES!

What is a Marker? 1



Precision – The tag occurs the moment the goal is 
met. Precision and speed are essential for work with 
physical skills and are unattainable with the human 
voice.                   

Clarity– The sound of the tag is quick and clear and 
provides information without additional input from the 
teacher.              

Consistency – The tag sounds the same each time 
and means only one thing, yes. The tag sounds the 
same regardless of the mood of the person tagging and 
regardless which person is tagging.

Marker Characteristics 2



Watch Jennifer’s hand.

When her hand is all the way open – tag.

When her hand is not all the way open – no tag.

Marker Practice: Open Hand

Click on video to replay



The tag is a language-free marker that carries no 
emotional nuance.

The learner gets one piece of information that is clear 
even to learners who are not highly verbal.

The tag means yes the goal was met.

Absence of the tag means self-assess and try again.

Benefits: Language–free Marker 1



To Tag or Not to Tag? 5

You may not always choose to use a tagger to 
mark specific behaviors.

If you decide not to tag, you will still use the 
TAGteach approach:

What you want

One thing

Observable/measurable

Five words or less



Peer Tagging 2

Peer tagging can occur in various configurations:

Pairs: one person tags their partner

Groups of 3: One person tags the other 2

1 to group: 1 person tags a group

Group to 1: A group tags 1 person



Kids’ Comments

Click on video to replay



Teachers’ Comments

Click on video to replay



Corporate Manager’s Comments

Click on video to replay



TAGteach Certification 1

Primary Certification Requirements:

Complete a 2 day TAGteach Primary Certification 
seminar. 

Demonstrate basic understanding of TAGteach 
principles including: using a marker, creating and 
implementing proper tag points, using tag phrasing, 
and understanding the use of positive reinforcement. 

Complete the TAGteach online course.

Provide a working journal and completed worksheets 
from online course.

Demonstrate basic understanding of TAGteach 
principles including: using a marker, creating and 
implementing proper tag points, using tag phrasing, 
and understanding the use of positive reinforcement. 

OR



Level 1
teacher Level 2

teacher
Level 3
teacher

Primary 

Certification LevelsCertification Levels

TAG Certification 2



TAGteach Yahoo group

TAGteach Blog (has links to other resources)

TAGteach Website

TAGteach Autism 

TAGteach Certification

Resources


